
 

Revision Strategies 
Try them out.  Find something that works for you.  Mix it up.   

 Follow the BOT approach: 

1. Brainstorm:  

try to recall as much as possible about the topic and note it down in a list or spider diagram 

2. Organise:   

use colour-coding labels and sub-headings to organise the notes into themes 

pick a key question from the syllabus and underline those facts which are relevant to answering that 

question 

3. Transform: 

create something from the notes e.g. revision cards, poster, storyboard, podcast, PowerPoint presenta-

tion, practise essay answer, acronym, etc.   

 Highlight key words, names, phrases and dates in notes. 

 Answer practice questions.   

 Produce spider diagrams for each topic of the course. 

 Create revision cards. 

 List key words, events, dates, places.  Copy it out – write small.  Edit and abbreviate it.  Bin the original list.  Copy the 

copy.  Keep repeating this until you have the whole section of course on just 2 sides of A4.  Keep this version then copy it out 

3 times in quick succession. 

 Write quiz questions, to come back to later.  Test yourself.  Set the same questions to your friends.  Ask your parents to 

test you.   

 Create a PowerPoint or Prezi  (prezi.com) of the whole course, or sections of it. 

 Create timelines (by hand or using something like TikiToki – see the Frog Learning Tools) 

 Create a mini book for a section of the course. 

 Turn each page of the textbook into just 3 bullet points. 

 Draw a comic strip to tell the life of the central figures. 

 Draw stick people in the margins to represent what is happening. 

 Explain the meaning of each topic / page in the textbook etc. to another family member. 

 Design a lesson to teach a family member about key parts of the course. 

 Draw a poster or cartoon that represents a key idea / event, etc.   

 Create a game that teaches people about key people, events, ideas, etc. 

 Create a wiki and build up your own website, alone or with friends.   

 Identify similarities and differences in beliefs, ideas, personality, relationships. 

 Write a play script that tells the story of key events. 

 Create a collage of images that sum up the personality and actions of key individuals. 


